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1. Roll Call - Welcome and Introductions of the Board 

Jimmy Palmer, Federal Co-Chair, EPA Regional Administrator, Region 4, welcomed the 
Board and introduced Mayor Richard Greene, EPA Regional Administrator, Region 6. 
Dugan Sabins welcomed the Board on behalf of the State Co-Chair, Dr. Mike McDaniel, 
Secretary of Louisiana's Department of Environmental Quality. 

On behalf of the Board, the Co-Chairs congratulated all the Gulf Guardian Award 
winners and thanked the Gulf Program for the excellent ceremony aboard the Creole 
Queen Riverboat. 

2. 	 Overview of Meeting Agenda & Objectives/Status of Follow-up Action Items 

Bryon Griffith, Director of the Gulf of Mexico Program Office, reviewed completion of 
Action Items from the previous meeting in March 2004. 

3. 	 Executive Order StatusIUpdatelNext Steps 

Bryon Griffith reported that he had presented a briefing on the Executive Order to 
EPA's Administrator in June 2004. The Executive Order has been endorsed by the Gulf 
Governors and all other stakeholders. Jimmy Palmer commented that the Gulf of 
Mexico is a priority area, and he is looking forward to the day when the Executive Order 
will be signed and the Gulf will be recognized for its value to the Nation. Mr. Palmer 
and Mayor Greene both expressed confidence that the Executive Order will be signed. 

4. 	 White House Interagency Working Group on Methylmercury - (Overview & 
Status Report - re: June 2004 Report on Methylmercury in the Gulf of Mexico) 

Dr. Gene Whitney, Executive Office of the President, Committee on the Environment 
and Natural Resources, presented a report on Methylmercury in the Gulf of Mexico: 
State of Knowledge and Research Needs. According to Dr. Whitney, the Gulf of 
Mexico is an excellent prototype for the rest of the country. The initial focus on the 
Gulf Region is because of a request from Senator Sessions from Alabama. There is not 
suficient data nor knowledge of the source for mercury in the Gulf. The focus should 
be on research needs that can be addressed by Federal agencies. The Working Group is 
asking for consideration of the following recommendations: 

1. Research and information priority areas identified in the report be provided to the 
Gulf Program Director for consideration in the science and budget planning processes of 
the Program. 

2. Gulf Program should review these needs annually to develop and update a research 
strategy for Federal agencies to address mercury issues in the Gulf of Mexico Region 
that will be implemented through the planning and budget processes of member 
agencies. 



3. The Gulf Program should coordinate these activities with the Gulf States as well as 
with the Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission and Gulf States Fishery Council and 
parallel activities outside the Gulf region. 

Members of the Board commented that it is important that the states partner to 
coordinate data. Dr. Whitney encouraged the development of a plan and would like to 
work with the agencies to implement the plan. A motion was unanimous for the Board 
to submit a letter to EPA Administrator Leavitt in support of the recommendations in the 
Report. The Board requested that the Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission give a 
presentation at the next meeting. 

5. 	 The Gulf of Mexico Caucus (Status & Priorities) 

Chris Schons, Legislative Assistant to Congresswoman Katherine Hams, informed the 
Board of the formation of a Gulf of Mexico Caucus which will create a cohesive identity 
for Gulf of Mexico issues. The ratio of funding for the Gulf is not equitable, and 
Congresswoman Harris hopes to use the leverage of the Caucus to support Programs that 
make the Gulf a better place to live. Three of her priorities have been: 1. Short Sea 
Shipping; 2. Gulf Transportation Corridor; 3. Red Tide. 

6. 	 Gulf Hypoxia Meets Industry-led Solutions (ILS) - Review of ILS Proposal for 
Providing Collaborative Support 

James Harsdorf, ILS Member (Wisconsin), reported on the Industry-Led Solutions Gulf 
of Mexico Meetings. The producers find that it is in their best interest to be pro-active in 
their approach, communications, and solutions. They have diverse stakeholders and are 
committed to being community-led, assessment-based, and performance driven. The 
producers are committed to sound science and an information infrastructure that 
enables them to formulate direction for the industry. Guiding principles: solutions 
must start at the local level; producers embrace practices that are economically 
feasible; goals should be achievable; communicate progress and success; agriculture 
needs more data for baselines to establish and monitor progress; partnerships. 

The Industry-Led Solutions Objective Statement is that through collaboration and 
cooperation, to develop, lead, and carry out a voluntary local basin-wide strategy of 
nonpoint source nutrient management in each state's critical watersheds, ultimately 
reducing the delivery of excess nutrients to the Gulf The ILS proposed Action Plan 
strategy includes 11 recommendations to assist in implementing the Hypoxia Action 
Plan. The producers will work with USDA and EPA to determine the opportunities to 
employ the ILS' network, strategies, and tools within the Sub-basin Team. 



7. Report on Evolving Strategies - Gulf Alliance 

Lynn Griffin, Florida Department of Environmental Quality, reported on the Gulf States' 
dialogue to develop a stronger Gulf Alliance in response to Governor Jeb Bush's 
invitation to form a more active regional approach to determining restoration goals, 
establishing research priorities, and participating in the planning and implementation of 
the Integrated Ocean Observing System framework. The Alliance is the ability for the 
five Gulf States to mobilize and focus on priorities and commonalities. 

Coastal America - Update on GMP Efforts to Help Strengthen the Program Regionally 
and Nationally 

Bryon Griffith presented a review of the reorganization of Coastal America and the 
acknowledgement that the Gulf of Mexico Program received from James Connaughton, 
Chairman of the Council on Environmental Quality, for the assistance provided to Coastal 
America in undertaking a strategic assessment of the National Partnership and 
developing a workplan modeled after the Gulf Program's workplan. The workplan 
was unanimously endorsed by the Principals (9 participating Department/Agency Under 
Secretaries). The impact on the Gulf Program is that the Coastal America collaborative 
capacities directly overlap with the Gulf Program issues and broad leveraging can 
be exploited at the project level. 

The Board requested that the letter from CEQ be sent to all PRB members. 

8. Program Accomplishments Report (FY04) 

Bryon Griffith, Director of the Gulf Program, presented a review of the Gulf Program Workplan 
progress for FY 2004. Accomplishments included: Projects were supported in 163 impaired 
segments achieving the 5-year 20% baseline; a nutrient characterization database was developed; 
a business planlenterprise model was completed for the National Coastal America Partnership to 
apply capacity and support in implementing the GMP Workplan; a Bacterial Source Tracking 
workshop was held to coordinate and implement methodologies; a strategic assessment process 
for coastal habitats in Mobile Bay was supported; a consumer survey indicates that vibrio 
vulnificius education efforts are have made 57% of all raw oyster consumers aware of the risk 
and 37% of at-risk consumers are eating fewer oysters; a synoptic survey of mercury in marine 
and estuarine fish from the Gulf was supported; the Project Team reached a consensus on uniform 
consumption advisory for mercury in king mackerel; a mercury database developed by the 
Program was updated to include data available through September 2003; a workshop was 
held to work toward providing a monitoring and forecasting system for harmful algal 
blooms; a draft report was developed on the collaborative review of monitoring, 
sampling, and reporting protocols utilized by the 11 binational states; 3, 932 acres were 
restored, enhanced, or protected bringing t s  13,368 toward the 20,000 acre goal for 
2009; invasive species assistance was provided to Mobile Bay; support was provided for 
shiptime to conduct hypoxia sampling; a workshop on Lndustry Led Solutions was 



supported to focus on the major environmental and economic implications of hypoxia 
and the role of agricultural leadership; the Fifth Annual ceremony is planned to present 
the 2004 Gulf Guardian Awards. 

9. Review and Endorsement of Proposed FT05Program Workplan 

The FY05 Workplan Subobjectives and Annual Performance Goals were unanimously 
endorsed with the recommendation of modifications and revisions proposed by the 
Management Committee and Comprehensive Meeting. 

10. Roundtable Discussion/Wrap-up and Next Steps 

John Saia, retiring member from the Corps of Engineers, expressed his appreciation for 
the opportunity to serve on the Policy Review Board and the importance of the Gulf of 
Mexico Program. 

Karen Gautreaux, Louisiana, told the Board that she was truly impressed with the 
accomplishments of the Gulf Program over the years and expressed continuing support 
from Louisiana. 

Wil Fontenot, USDA, emphasized the importance of sponsoring watersheds and 
of local and public involvement. 



Jeanne Allen 

NCDDCIPSI 

Building 1100, Room 101 


Stennis Space Center, MS 39529 

228-688-2896 

Email: Jeanne. S. Allen@noaa.gov 


Tom Ballou 

Reynolds Metals Company 
P.O. Box 991 1 

Corpus Christi, TX 78469-991 1 

361 -777-2352 

Email: tbballou@sherwinalumina.com 


Bob Bosenberg 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, NO District 

7400 Leake Avenue 

P.O. Box 60267 

New Orleans, LA 70160 

504-862-2522 

Email: bosenberg.bob@epa.gov 


Virginia Burkett 

USGS INational Wetlands Research Center 
700 Cajundome Blvd. 

Lafayette, LA 70506-31 52 

337-255-5628 

Email: virginia-burkett@usgs.gov 


Robert H. Crowe 
Alabama Power Company 
P.O. Box 2247 

Mobile, AL 36652-2247 

251 -694-2391 

Email: rhcrowe@southernco.com 


Alan Farmer 
U.S. Environmental Protection AgencylRegion 4 

Water Management Division 

61 Forsyth Street 

Atlanta, GA 30030 

404-562-831 3 

Email: farmer.alan@epa.gov 


Page 7 of 10 


Diane Altsr. .n 
U.S. EPAlGulf of Mexico Program 

Office 

Mail Code EPNGMPO 

Stennis Space Center, MS 39529- 

6000 

228-688-701 5 

Email: altsman.diane@epa.gov 


Phil Bass 
Mississippi Department of 

Environmental Quality 

Office of Pollution Control 

P.O. Box 10385 

Jackson, MS 39289-0385 

601-961-5100 

Email: phil.bass@deq.state.ms.us 


Columbus Brown 
Department of Interior 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 

1875 Century Blvd. 

Suite 205 

Atlanta, GA 30345 

404-679-4 143 

Email: columbus~brown@fws,gov 


Gloria Car 
U.S. EPNGulf of Mexico Program 

Office 

Mail Code EPNGMPO 

Stennis Space Center, MS 39529- 

6000 

228-688-2421 

Email: car.gloria@epa.gov 


Quenton Dokken 
Gulf of Mexico Foundation 

PMB 51,5403 Everhart Rd. 

Corpus Christi, TX 7841 1 

361 -882-3939 

Email: qdokken@gulfmex.org 


Wildon Fontenot 
U.S. Geological Survey 

National Wetlands Research Center 

700 Cajundome Blvd. 

Lafayette, LA 70506-31 52 

337-291 -3098 

Email: wildon.fontenot@usda.gov 


mailto:Allen@noaa.gov
mailto:tbballou@sherwinalumina.com
mailto:virginia-burkett@usgs.gov
mailto:rhcrowe@southernco.com
mailto:qdokken@gulfmex.org


Spencer Garrett 

National Oceanic & Atmospheric Administration 

National Marine Fisheries Service 

705 Convent St. 

Pascagoula, MS 39567 

228-769-8964 

Email: spencer.garrett@noaa.gov 


Richard E. Green 

U.S. Environmental Protection AgencyIRegion 6 

1445 Ross Avenue, Suite 1200 


Dallas, TX 75202-2733 

21 4-665-2 100 

Email: green.richard@epa.gov 

James Harsdorf 
Industry-led Solutions Member (Wisconsin) 
N. 6669 Hwy 65 

Beldenville, W I54003 


Terry Hines-Smith 
U.S. EPAlGulf of Mexico Program Office 

Mail Code EPAIGMPO 

Stennis Space Center, MS 39529-6000 

228-688-1 159 

Email: hines-smith.terry@epa.gov 


U.S. Environmental Protection AgencylRegion 6 

Water Management Division (6WQ-EM) 

1445 Ross Avenue, Suite 1200 

Dallas, TX 75202-2733 

21 4-665-6692 

Email: jacobson.doug@epa.gov 


Khanna Johnston 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Ave. NW 

MC-1601 E 


Page 8 of 10 


Karen Gautreaux 
Louisiana Dept. of Environmental 
Quality 
P.O. Box 4031 

Baton Rouge, LA 70821 

225-2 19-3951 

Email: karen.gautreaux@la.gov 


Lynn Griffin 
Florida Dept. of Environmental 

Protection 

Office of Gov. and Legislative Affairs 

3900 Commonwealth Blvd., Mail 

Station 47 

Tallahassee, FL 32399-3000 

850-245-2 1 63 

Email: lynn.griffin@dep.state.fl.us 


Tom Herrington 
U.S. Food & Drug Administration 

Gulf of Mexico Program Office 

Mail Code EPAIGMPO 

Stennis Space Center, MS 39529- 

6000 

228-688-794 1 

Ernail: herrington.torn@epa.gov 


George Hoskin 
Health & Human Services 

Food and Drug Administration 

Office of Seafood, HFS-400 

51 00 Paint Branch Parkway 

College Park, MD 20740 

301 -436-1 402 

Ernail: ghoskin@cfsan.fda.gov 


Edward Johnson 
National Aeronautics & Space 

Administration 

Building 1 100, Room 101 

Stennis Space Center, MS 39529 

228-688-2042 

Ernail: edward.johnson-1 @nasa.gov 


Myron Knudson 
U.S. Environmental Protection 

AgencylRegion 6 

1445 Ross Avenue, Suite 1200 

Dallas, TX 75202-2733 


mailto:ghoskin@cfsan.fda.gov
mailto:@nasa.gov


Washington, DC 20460 

202-233-0082 

Email: johnston.khanna@epa.gov 


Fred Kopfler 

U.S. EPAlGulf of Mexico Program Office 

Mail Code EPNGMPO 

Stennis Space Center, MS 39529-6000 

228-688-271 2 

Email: kopfler.fred@epa.gov 


Paul Maclean 

Maclean Land Services, Inc. 
P.O. Box 3620 

Houma, LA 70361 

985-868-4963 

Email: rnls@cajun.net 


James Palmer 

U.S. Environmental Protection AgencyIRegion 4 

Water Management Division 

61 Forsyth Street, 14th Floor 


' 	 Atlanta, GA 30303-8960 

404-562-8357 

Email: palmer.jimmy@epa.gov 


Christopher C. Schons 
Congresswoman Katherine Harris FL-13 

116 Cannon House Office Bldg. 

Floor 13 

Washington, DC 20515 

202-225-501 5 

Email: chris.schons@mail.house.gov 


Robert E. Stewart 

USGS 

700 Cajundome Blvd. 


Lafayette, LA 70506 

337-266-8501 


R. Michael Lyons 
Louisiana Mid-Continent Oil & gas 

Assoc. 

801 North Blvd., Suite 201 

Baton Rouge, LA 70802-5727 

225-387-3205 

Email: lyons@lmoga.com 


Bruce Moulton 
Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality 
Water Policy & Regulations Division 
P.O. Box 13087 

Austin, TX 7871 1-3087 

51 2-239-4809 

Ernail: bmoulton@tceq.state.tx.us 


Duqan Sabins 
Louisiana Dept. of Environmental 
Quality 
Office of Environmental Assessment 
P.O. Box 4314 

Baton Rouge, LA 7082 1-43 14 

225-21 9-3553 

Ernail: dugan.sabins@Ia.gov 


Gregory Smith 
USGS 

700 Cajundome Blvd. 

Lafayette, LA 70506 

337-266-8501 

Ernail: greg.srnith@usgs.gov 


Jana Tatum 
U.S. EPNGulf of Mexico Program 

Office 

Mail Code EPNGMPO 

Stennis Space Center, MS 39529- 

6000 

228-688-1 703 


Page 9 of 10 


mailto:rnls@cajun.net
mailto:lyons@lmoga.com
mailto:bmoulton@tceq.state.tx.us


Paul ti. Templet Larinda Tervelt 
U.S. EPNGulf of Mexico Program 

4888 Loyola Dr. Ofice 
Baton Rouge, LA 70808 Mail Code EPNGMPO 

Stennis Space Center, MS 39529-
6000 
228-688-1 033 
Email: tervelt.larinda&epa.gov 

Jenell Tompkins Jane Watson 
U.S. Environmental Protection 

Hancock County Board of Supervisors AgencyJRegion 6 
P.O. Box 429 1445 Ross Avenue, Suite 1200 
Bay St. Louis, MS 39520 Dallas, TX 75202-2733 
228-467-0 1 72 214-665-71 35 
Email: jvt@co.hancock.ms.us Email: watson.jane@epa.gov 

Gene Whitney Joel Yelverton 
Mississippi Association of 

Office of Science & Technology Policy Supervisors 
Executive Office of the President 793 North President Street 
725 17th Street Jackson, MS 39202 
Washington, DC 20502-0001 601 -353-2741 
202-456-608 1 Email: massupl @aol.com 
Email: gwhitney@ostp.eop.gov 

Page 10 of 10 

mailto:jvt@co.hancock.ms.us
mailto:@aol.com
mailto:gwhitney@ostp.eop.gov

